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INTRODUCTORY  NOTE, 


BY    THE    TRANSLATOR. 


This  little  work,  a  trausUition  of  wbich  is  herewith  presented  to  the  English 
reader,  will  well  repay  careful  perusal.  It  discusses  briefly,  but  logically,  some  of 
the  most  important  issues  of  the  hour.  It  draws  a  parallel  between  the  influences 
of  Protestantism  and  those  of  Catholicism,  and  shows  that  the  doctrines  and  teach- 
ings of  the  latter  ai'e  utterly  incompatible  with  the  culture  demanded  by  modern  life. 
If  there  be  some — and  doubtless  there  will  be  such— who  think  the  perils  of  the  sit- 
uation exaggerated,  let  them  at  least  compare  the  grounds  o'f  their  own  opinion, 
with  what  is  herein  set  forth;  for  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  is  one  whose  long  resi- 
dence, both    in   Europe   and  America,    whose   careful   collation    of   facts,  and  whose 

I* 
ardent  love  of  his  adopted  country,  entitles  his  opinion  to   careful   consideration.    It 

can  not  be  too  often  brought  to  the  attention  of  every  American  citizen,  that  the 
Catholic  church,  the  \vorld  over,  is  organized  hostility  to  popular  education,  and,  in 
fact,  to  liberal  culture  of  every  kind. 

May  this  little  work  have  the  good  fortune  to  find  a  large  circle  of  thoughtful 
readers;  and  may  its  plea  for  culture,  broad,  deep,  and  universal,  not  pass  altogether 
unheeded. 

c.   w.   s. 

Canjieldy  Ohio,  June  2nth,  1875. 
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It  is  almost  incredible,  and  yet  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  orj^ans  of  the  Roinisn 
Church  habitually  represent  the  great  strugi^le  of  the  German  Empire  against  the  ag- 
gre>sions  of  the  Papal  See— a  struggle  that  is  keeping  in  suspense  the  entire  world,  as  a 
war  of  extermination  against  the  Catholic  Church  and  Catholicism.  The  same  thing  is 
asserted  and  maintained  in  all  public  announcements,  in  the  confessional,  from  the 
pulpit,  in  assemblies,  in  addresses,  and  even  in  the  instruction  of  the  youth.  In  all 
quarters,  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  is  ap])ealed  to  by  representations  made  to  hearers  and 
readers,  that  Bismarck,  or  the  Emperor  William,  or  the  German  Government,  is  aiming  at 
the  disorganization  and  extinction  of  the  Catholic  Church.  How  little  education  and  in- 
telligence, what  a  limited  insight  into  the  historical  development  of  recent  years,  must  the 
promulgators  of  such  views  presuppose  in  readers  and  hearers  1  And  how  well  do  they 
know  to  turn  to  advantage,  the  credulity  of  the  masses.  Can  any  one  point  to  a  single 
dogma,  a  single  article  of  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  which  the  Government  is  striving 
to  undermine,  or  upon  W'hicli  it  has  laid  its  destroying  band?  It  accords  to  everyone, 
full  liberty  of  conscience;  and  permits  to  use  the  language  of  the  Great  Frederic,  "every 
one  to  get  to  heaven  after  his  own  fashion." 

No!  the  German  Government  is  not  assailing  the  doctrinal  system  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  a  fact  that  has  been  admitted  by  thousands  of  intelligent  catholics.  Witness,  for 
example,  the  address  lately  issued  under  the  lead  of  the  Duke  of  Ratibor  and  Ujest,  of 
Count  Arco,  and  others.  The  State  seeks  only  to  preserve  its  independence  and  autonomy 
against  the  aggressions  of  the  Romish  hierarchy,  is  no  longer  willing,  after  the  manner  of 
mediaeval  times,  to  be  a  vassal  of  Rome.  It  has  in  no  case,  proceeded  aggressively,  but 
has,  until  now,  remained  on  the  defensive.  Self-defence  has  inspired  all  its  actions.  It 
will  not,  without  a  struggle,  allow  itself  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot  by  the  Pope  and  his 
advisors  and  abettors.  The  whole  so-called  conflict  of  cultures,  is  a  conflict  between 
German  Nationality  and  Romanism,  between  constitutional  government  and  absolutism. 
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Now,  since  our  country,  the  United  States  of  America,  will  soon  be  called  upon  to 
tafee  sides  in  this  great  conflict,  it  can  not  but  be  regarded  as  eminently  j^roper  and 
timely  to  unfold  to  every  citizen  of  it,  the  cause,  spirit  and  bearings  of  this  conflict;  nor 
is  it  less  proper  and  necessary  to  point  out  its  influence  upon  our  personal  and  political 
relations.  In  so  doing,  I  shall  be  careful  to  support  my  statements  with  historical  data, 
Unbiassed  by  my  own  personal  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  I  shall  take  up  an  objective 
position  as  the  historian  of  culture,  and  accord  to  each  of  the  contesting  parties,  its  just 
rights. 

In  order  to  understand  the  causes  of  the  conflict  into  which  Prussia,  and  the  Ger- 
man Empire  have  been  forced  by  the  Pope  and  his  advisors,  it  will  be  necessary  to  look 
briefly  at  the  previous  position  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  Prussia. 

By  the  Bull,  de  salute  animarum,  issued  in  1821,  the  Pope  proclaimed  and  sanctioned 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  Prussia  and  Rome,  to  the  eftect,  viz:  that,  the  for- 
mer State  agree  to  administer  the  legal  matters  of  the  Catholic  Church  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  State:  that,  it  agrees  to  pay  to  Bishops  and  Clergy,  certain  sums  of  money; 
but  that  the  entire  correspondence  of  the  Bishops  and  Clergy  with  Rome,  shall  be  carried 
on  through  the  hands  of  the  Prussian  ministry.  The  Pope  repeatedly  commended  the 
Prussian  Government  for  this  "admissable"  regulation,  at  the  same  time  the  State  provi- 
ded for  the  education  of  the  Catholic  Clergy,  and  suppressed  by  force,  the  innovations  in 
church  affairs,  that  were  undertaken  in  Silesia,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Pope  and 
his  advisors.  The  State  exercised  the  full  right  of  supervision  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Prussia;  so  that  when,  in  1837,  the  Bishops  Droste-Vischering  of  Cologne,  and  Dunin  of 
Posen  and  Gnesen,  refused  compliance  with  certain  newly  established  laws,  concerning 
mixed  marriages,  Frederic  William  III  at  once  ordered  imprisonment  of  the  refractory 
prelates.  But  when,  in  1840,  the  talented  and  rommtic  enthusiast,  Frederic  William  lY, 
ascended  the  throne,  he  influenced  somewhat,  perhaps,  by  his  catholic  wife  Elizabeth,  of 
Bavaria,  gave  the  reins  of  government  out  of  his  own  hands,  repealed  the  placitum  regium, 
granted  the  bishops  free  correspondence  with  Rome,  persecuted  with  all  the  trickery  of 
his  police  system  the  German  Catholics,  (Rongianer)  that  appeared  in  1844,  separated  the 
gymnasia  according  to  confessions,  and  entrusted  the  education  of  the  Catholic  priest- 
hood and  of  the  young  as  well  as  the  public  schools  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy. 
Thus  the  Catholic  church  in  Prussia  gained,  without  much  eff"ort,  a  far  greater  degree  of 
independence,  than  it  had  striven  for  to  no  purpose  in  the  Catnolic  countries  of  Austria 
and  Bavaria.  Reasons  enough  there  were  why  Bishop  Ketteler  of  Mayence,  should  sound 
forth,  in  every  key,  the  services  of  Prussia  to  the  Catholic  church,  and  why  the  Papal  sec- 
retary of  State,  Antonelli,  should  hold  up  to  other  governments  the  dispositions  of  Prus- 
sia as  example  and  pattern. 

The  revolution  of  1848  broke  out.  The  great  German  State-mongers  assembled  as  a 
parliament  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  and  proclaimed  with  incomprehensible  infatuation, 
entire  religious  liberty  as  the  inborn  right  of  every  German;  and  more  than  this,  they 
made  the  momentous  declaration,  that  each  of  the  existing  churches  shall  independently 
administer  its  own  internal  aff'airs.  By  this  declaration  they  gave  free  scope  to  a  force 
everywhere  operative,  which  has  no  other  aim  than  the  destruction  of  religious  liberty, 
and  which  has  in  view  the  universal  subjection  of  political  government.  To  this  force, 
Prussia,  as  the  champion  and  standard-bearer  of  Protestantism,  was  especially  obnoxious. 
As  long  ago  as  1851,  Prof.  Buss  of  Freiburg,  a  special  favorite  of  the  Jesuitical  Arch- 
duchess of  Austria,  and  mother  of  the  present  emperor,  called  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  flooding  entire  Protestant  North  Germany  with  cloisters,  orders  and  religious  societies, 
as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  Pi-otestantism  was  being  gagged  and  suppressed,  and  this  part 
of  the  world  brought  back,  by  the  extinction  of  the  Protestant  Hohenzollerns,  under  the 
dominion  of  Rome,  and  the  supremacy  of  Austria.  After  this  plan  the  church  of  Roin^ 
has  since  labored  with  all  its  forces,  and  not  without  accomplishing  great  results. 

In  other  countries  of  Europe,  no  less  than  in  Prussia,  important  advantages  for  the 
church  had  been  gained  chiefly  through  the  activity  of  the  Jesuits.  The  Pope  believed  the 
time  had  now  come  for  openly  laying  claim  to  universal  dominion  after  the  mediaeval 
manner.  Yet  it  was  thought  advisable  first  to  sound  the  temper  of  the  times.  Accord- 
ingly he  first  decreed  the  dogma  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  can- 
onized the  great  inquisitor  Peter  of  Arbues,  and  the  world  moved  on,  and  everybody  took 
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it  in  good  pat-t.  Why  hesitate  longer?  The  Pope's  celebrated  Encydicra  of  1S(U  followed, 
in  which  he  anathematized  so  heretical  propositions,  and  proclaimed  himself  the  Supreme 
Lord  of  all  kings  and  crowned  heads,  as  Gregory  VII,  Innocent  III,  and  Boniface  VIII 
had  done  before  him.  Pius  IX,  at  the  same  time,  anathematized  all  liberty  of  speech  and 
press,  of  instruction  and  conscience.  And  yet  his  suppliant  tools  of  every  sort  are  wont 
to  call  themselves,  as  it  were,  in  defiance  "  the  heralds  and  champions  of  liberty ! "  well  do 
they  know  that  the  word  "liberty"  with  its  golden  ring  attracts  and  captivates  the 
ignorant  and  unthinking  multitude. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  comprehend,  and  shall  never  be  able  to  comprehend  how 
it  was  that  statesmen,  crowned  heads  and  governments  looked  upon  the  Encyclica  and 
its  accompanying  syllabus,  which  strike  at  the  root  of  all  their  authority,  as  a  matter  ol 
so  little  consequence.  They  regarded  these  documents  simply  as  vagaries  of  the  Papal 
brain,  or  as  whims  of  a  decrepit  old  man,  and  believed  the  renewal  of  Rome's  mediaeval 
claim  to  universal  dominion,  to  be  an  impossibility  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

During  a  period  of  ten  centuries,  the  dismemberment  of  the  German  empire  and  its 
subdivision  into  only  small  States  and  numerous  dynasties,  has  been  the  chief  aim  ol 
Rome;  for  only  upon  the  dismembered  fragments  of  Germany  could  it  set  up  its  claim  to 
universal  monarchy.  Many  little  states,  tilled  with  mutual  jealousies,  Rome  could  easily 
bring  to  terms;  but  a  great  and  powerful  State,  with  a  centralized  government,  threatened 
danger.  When  therefore,  in  the  discontinuance  of  the  German  Diet,  the  strong  tendency 
to  union  under  the  lead  of  Prussia  became  evident,  the  animosity  of  the  Papal  See  to  this 
union  of  kindred  tribes  knew  no  bounds;  but  its  hatred  was  bitterest  against  Protestant 
Prussia.  Were  the  articles  of  confederation  of  1815  inevitably  to  become  null  and  void? 
was  a  union  of  the  different  members  of  the  German  nationality  an  unavoidable  conse- 
quence? If  so,  then,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  Papal  See.  let  the  union  be  formed 
under  the  lead  of  Catholic  Austria,  which  by  the  Concordat  of  1855,  had  entirely  thrown 
itself  into  the  arms  of  Rome,  and  had  submissively  consented  to  become  a  mere  vassal  of 
the  church.  All  the  clerical  organs,  the  Civilta  Cattolica  in  Rome,  the  UTJnivers  in  Paris, 
the  Belgian  and  Bavarian  newspapers,  overflowed  with  the  bitterest  hate  against  Protest- 
ant Prussia,  which  had  as  yet  neither  done  nor  threatened  anything  to  the  detriment  of 
the  church,  and  whose  attitude  toward  her  had  on  all  occasions  been  recommended  to 
other  States  as  example  and  pattern  by  the  Pope  himself.  But  in  the  consolidation  of 
Germany.  Rome  saw-  danger  menacing  its  assumption  of  universal  sovereignty,  and  added 
fuel  to  the  flame  of  enmity  against  odious  Prussia;  and  where  the  newspapers  were  not 
sulficient,  pulpit,  school  and  confessional  were  called  upon  for  assistance.  The  German 
bishops  even  went  so  far  as  to  assure  Austria,  that  no  Catholic  Prussian  soldier  would 
fire  his  gun  at  an  Austrian  soldier.  In  1866  followed  the  well-known  victory  over  Austria 
at  Koeniggraetz;  Italy  acquired  Venice,  and  the  north  German  States  ranged  themselves 
under  the  victorious  banner  of  Prussia.  Austria  became  aware  that  the  cause  of  its  de- 
feat lay  in  the  Concordat,  which  was  interfering  with  and  paralyzing  popular  education; 
and  accordingly  the  Austrian  Landtag,  in  conjunction  with  the  crown,  framed  a  new  con- 
stitution, which  guaranteed  to  the  people  liberty  of  the  press,  of  conscience,  and  of  in- 
struction. The  schools  were  likewise  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  priests,  and  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  State;  yea,  even  heretics  — horrible  dietu  — were  allowed  to 
open  schools  for  the  education  of  the  youth.  Pius  IX  did  not  long  hesitate,  but  solemnly 
anathematized  the  new  constitution;  declared  all  the  laws  and  principles  therein  contain- 
ed, forever  null  and  void;  commanded  all  bishops  and  priests  to  instruct  the  people  to  this 
effect,  and  to  punish  obedience  to  the  new  laws  with  excommunication  and  all  the  penal- 
ties of  the  church.  He  then  put  into  practice  the  assumptions  set  forth  in  the  Encyclica 
and  Syllabus,  by  claiming  authority  paramount  to  emperors  and  representations  of  the 
people.  And  yet  his  submissive  tools  tell  us  it  is  a  most  atrocious  calumny  to  assert,  that 
the  Holy  Father  is  aspiring  to  temporal  powder  and  authority. 

Meanwhile  all  the  clerical  organs  continued  to  fan  the  flames  of  hatred  against 
Prussia;  and  what  had  proved  to  be  an  impossibility  for  the  emperor  Joseph,  namely,  the 
humiliation  and  subjugation  of  Prussia,  the  emperor  Napoleon  was  to  accomplish.  In 
France  the  Jesuitical  party  was  successful  in  carrying  through  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Prussia  and  the  north  German  confederacy;  for  it  was  hoped  that  a  separation 
between  it  and  south  Germany  could  be  effected.     This  was  brought  about  largely  by  the 
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insinuations  Of  the  empress  Eugenie,  wlio  was  completely  under  the  influence  of  the 
Jesuits;  and  by  means  of  the  lie,  that  a  prince  of  Hohenzollern  was  intriguing  for  the 
crown  of  Spain,  ^N^apoleon  published  his  declaration  of  war,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Pope, 
through  the  Vatican  council  then  assembled  at  Rome,  launched  forth  his  declaration  of  in- 
fallibility. Both  declarations  heralded  a  war  for  life  and  death  against  Germany  and 
Protestantism.    Never  was  a  war  more  unjustifiable  than  this  one. 

Even  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1809,  the  ultra-montane  bishop,  Fenestrey 
of  Ratisbon,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  nothing  but  a  war  could  rescue  the  Catholic  church. 
The  same  thing  was  asserted  shortly  afterward  by  Meglia,  the  Papal  nuncio  in  Munich. 
His  language  was:  "there  is  now  no  time  for  negotiations;  nothing  but  war  or  revolution 
can  save  our  church  from  certain  destruction."  The  Vo^  Delia  Verita,  a  Roman  news- 
paper, and  the  Civilta  Cattolica,  an  organ  conducted  by  Jesuits  in  Rome,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Pope,  contained  utterances  like  the  following:  Protestantism  is  the  source  ot  ration- 
alism, of  a  religion  of  reason,  of  infidelity.  This  rationalism  subverts  the  dogmas  and 
articles  of  faith  of  the  Catholic  church:  yea,  it  extinguishes  all  religious  belief.  The  bat- 
tle against  Protestantism  must  therefore  be  opened  along  the  whole  line  and  the  war  car- 
ried on  until  it  lies  powerless.  Yet  pious  fraud  says,  and  pious  simplicity  believes  it: 
"Prussia  is  seeking  to  extinguish  the  Catholic  church." 

Had  Prussia,  we  may  here  ask  with  reason,  in  any  way  threatened  or  attacked  the 
Catholic  religion?  not  at  all.  Prussia  had  not  in  the  least  circumscribed  the  power  of  the 
bishops.  Though  its  population  is  two-thirds  Protestant,  it  disbursed  from  the  governjnent 
treasury  one-third  more  money  for  the  maintainance  of  the  Catholic  culture,  than  for  the 
Protestant;  consigned  its  Catholic  subjects,  a  third  part  of  its  population,  to  the  most  ab- 
solute su!>jection  to  the  priesthood,  a;id  allowed  the  youth  of  this  third  to  be  brought  up 
and  educated  in  the  blindest  j|everence  and  submission  toward  the  Catholic  church.  No, 
not  because  his  religion  was  threatened,  but  because  the  Pope  recognized  in  Prussia  the 
chief  opponent  to  the  I'apal  lust  after  power;  because  he  saw  in  German  unity  his  claim 
to  universal  dominion  made  doubtful,  —  for  these  reasons,  and  for  these  alone,  was  the  w^ar 
against  Germany  undertaken.  Napoleon  hesitated  long;  at  the  very  last  moment  was  still 
undecided;  but  the  Jesuits  left  him  no  peace.  He  declared  the  war,  which  proved  so  fatal 
to  himself  and  his  dynasty.  Prussia  was  forced  into  the  contest  for  the  sake  of  self-pre- 
servation. The  blood  of  her  noblest  sons  was  poured  out;  France  was  humbled;  the  union 
of  the  German  States  was  consummated;  Victor  Emanuel  annexed  the  States  of  the 
church,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  Quirinal. 

Before  the  war.  and  during  its  continuance,  the  organs  that  received  their  inspira- 
tion from  Rome  —  with  conspicuous  shamelessness  the  Bavarian  papers  — left  no  stone  un- 
turned, in  order  to  keep  back  South  Germany,  and  particularly  Catholic  Bavaria,  from  sup- 
porting North  Germany,  and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  bring  about  its  secession  from  the 
confederacy.  Pulpit  and  confessional,  pilgrimages,  processions,  and  miracles,  invented 
without  number,  were  all  directed  to  the  same  object.  When  the  Silesian  regiments,  which 
consisted  largely  of  Catholics,  passed  through  Mayence,  Bishop  Ketteler  of  that  city,  him- 
self formerly  a  Prussian  officer,  addressing  them,  said  :  "  Of  course  you  will  consider  that 
the  French  are  also  Catholics!  "  But  love  of  country,  education,  and  Prussian  military 
discipline  stood  the  severest  test.  The  troops  called  to  the  Bishop  in  reply:  "In  this  war, 
what  are  to  us  Catholics  or  Protestants?  we  are  Prussians,  and  are  marching  against 
Frenchmen." 

Even  after  the  victory  of  the  Germans  over  infatuated  France,  Rome  still  adhered  to 
its  programme  of  "Hostility  to  Heretics."  It  deposed  the  Catholic  priests  of  Prussia; 
yet  who  were  at  the  same  time  servants  of  the  State,  and  who  had  remained  faithful  to  the 
religion  of  their  installation,  because  they  refused  to  acknowledge  the  newly  invented 
infallibility  of  the  Pope. 

Thus  Rome  took  the  shortest  possible  way  to  get  into  a  direct  conflict  with  the  Prot- 
estant government.  What  external  enemies  had  not  been  able  to  effect,  namely,  the  en- 
feeblement,  or  possibly  the  extinction  of  Prussia,  was  now  to  be  brought  about  by  internal 
strife  and  dissensions;  or,  by  a  combination  of  effort  between  the  Catholic  citizens  in  the 
country,  and  France,  that  was  thirsting  for  revenge.  The  faction  of  the  center  was  formed 
in  the  German  Reichstag,  for  the  purpose,  as  its  members  themselves  announced,  of  de- 
fending the  interests  of  that  Pope,  whose  servants  had  declared  a  war  for  life  and  death 
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against  Prussia.  TVhen  the  government  came  to  the  rescue  of  those  priests,  who  were 
true  to  their  oath  and  their  duty,  and  framed  laws  for  their  protection,  the  party  of  the 
center  could  not  or  would  not  comprehend  this  transgression  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
And  yet  the  German  bishops,  in  the  Vatican  council,  (^ Bishop  Ketteler,  even  upon  his 
knees,)  had  besought  the  Pope,  for  God's  sake,  not  to  proclaim  the  dogma  of  Infallibility, 
because  governments  could  not  accept  it,  without  dealing  the  death-blow  to  themselves. 
They  predicted  that  the  peace  between  church  and  State  would  be  forever  at  an  end,  and 
that  such  a  declaration  would  bring  interminable  troubles  upon  the  church.  But  every- 
thing rebounded  from  the  "Rock  of  Peter."  Rome  wanted  war,  and  the  Pope  wanted  lor 
once  to  play  the  Almighty.  Can  it  surprise  us,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  new 
German  empire  demanded  the  fealty  of  its  clergy,  for  the  sake  of  self-preservation?  that 
it  incarcerated  the  disobedient  and  seditious?  and, "finally,  that  it  sui)pressed  the  orders 
and  societies  which  were  continually  preaching  insubordination  and  hostility  to  the 
government,  because  continually  encouraged  to  resistance  by  the  Pope  himself?  can  it 
surprfse  us  that  it  proceeded  to  train  a  German  clergy  acknowledging  no  foreign  allegi- 
ance, and  that  it  took  away  from  the  priests  the  management  of  the  schools,  and  placed 
them  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  State?  that  it  refused  to  maintain  a  disobedient 
and  rebellious  clergy  out  of  the  public  treasury?  or  that  it  expelled  from  its  territory 
ecclesiastics  and  members  of  religious  orders,  who  were  continually  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemies  of  Germany  ?  Although  some  of  the  measures  resorted  to  may  seem 
harsh,  Germany  could  not,  and  dared  not  cherish  in  its  bosom  these  venomous  serpents, 
that  were  seeking  its  life.  When  certain  partios  said  to  Minister  Falk,  that  they  belonged 
elsewhere,  he  told  them  they  might  likewise  go  elsewhere  for  their  sustenance.  Though 
thousands  and  millions  of  erring  and  fanatical  persons  may  condemn  the  course  of  Ger- 
many; may  attribute  to  Bismarck,  or  the  Emperor  William,  every  conceivable  motive, 
certainly  there  is  no  cultured  and  thinking  man,  who  has  followed  the  concatenation  of 
events  and  who  is  free  from  partisanship,  but  will  bid  them  a  hearty  God-speed.  What 
Prussia  and  the  new  German  empire  demands,  the  Pope  has  long  and  willingly  been  con- 
ceding to  other  countries.    But  Prussia,  you  see,  is  —  Protestant! 

Such  is  the  situation  of  aiiairs  over  yonder  in  the  old  world.  There  the  battle  is  ra- 
ging between  State  and  church,  between  liberty  of  conscience  and  ecclesiastical  tutelage. 
If  after  these  historical  preliminaries,  we  turn  our  attention  to  our  own  country,  the 
United  States,  the  question  that  comes  to  every  thinking  man  is:  shall  we  be  permitted  to 
remain  idle  and  unconcerned  spectators?  or  will  the  same  wild  waves  likewise  sweep 
over  our  shores?  Shall  we  be  permitted  to  continue  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  re- 
ligious liberty,  the  priceless  treasure  of  every  free  citizen?  or  will  the  storms  of  religious 
conflict,  ascending  above  our  horizon,  discharge  upon  us  their  terrific  thunderbolts?  To 
read  the  future  is  a  privilege  granted  to  no  mortal;  but  history  is  a  great  teacher,  and  she 
teaches,  that  like  causes  everywhere  produce  like  effects,  and,  in  spirit,  I  see  in  the  not 
very  distant  hereafter,  the  clouds  of  religious  dissensions  gathering  over  our  country,  and 
breaking  forth  in  storms  like  those  that  devastated  Europe  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  church  and  State  are  entirely  distinct;  so 
that  the  government  authorities  as  such  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  spiritual 
afiairs  of  its  inhabitants.  The  framers  of  our  constitution  believed,  that,  by  keeping  these 
two  organizations  altogether  separate,  they  were  accomplishing  a  great  and  noble  work. 
So  thought  likewise  the  members  of  the  parliament  assembled  in  1848  at  Frankfort-on-the- 
Main.  This  theory  is  well  calculated  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  unversed  in  history.  But 
any  one  who  looks  into  the  history  of  ecclesiastical  and  political  developments,  soon  be- 
comes of  the  opinion  that  "separation  of  church  and  State,"  is  nothing  more  than  sound- 
ing brass,  or  an  empty  and  meaningless  phrase.  Itis  this  very  thing  which  Windhorst,  the 
ultramontane  member  of  the  German  Reichstag  is  advocating,  as  the  last  hope  of  his  party. 
For  the  moment,  and  for  the  present,  the  position  of  the  State  is  an  easy  one— the  exercise 
of  its  authority  a  matter  of  little  difliculty ;  but  the  authors  of  the  phrase  did  not  consider 
that  Rome  seeks  to  hold  the  reins  of  power  alone,  and  that  the  Pope— above  all,  the  infal- 
lible Pope— claims  the  supreme  authority  over  the  whole  world;  that  he  regards  himself 
the  shepherd-in-chief,  whose  right  and  duty  it  is  to  bring  back  to  the  great  fold  of  the 
Catholic  church,  in  one  way  or  another,  all  the  apostate  members  of  his  flock.  Where  the 
church  is  entirely  independent  of  the  State,  priestcraft  and  propagandism  have  free  scope; 
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the  power  of  the  priesthood  grows  from  day  to  day,  and  she,  who  claims  to  be  the  only- 
saving  church,  will  not  be  very  scrupulous  of  the  means  she  employs  for  bringing  every- 
body into  her  bosom.  Thus  the  State  is  destined  in  time  to  be  entirely  absorbed  by,  and 
made  subject  to,  the  church;  and  the  absolute  authority  of  the  church  is  far  more  terrible 
and  fatal  than  the  absolute  authority  of  the  secular  government.  The  forces,  which,  by 
the  testimony  of  history,  Rome  has  elsewhere  employed  for  strengthening  and  supporting 
its  assumption  of  supreme  authority,  are  in  full  operation  here  in  America.  The  church 
is  acquiring  immense  possessions  in  money  and  real  property,  and  is  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  bishops,  to  be  entirely  controlled  by  them  without  consulting  the  individual 
parishes.  It  exercises  unlimited  authority  over  the  lower  clergy,  and  trains  them  in  a 
discipline  of  more  than  military  strictness,  placing  the  subordinate  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  his  superior.  Finally  it  is  the  constant  ayn  of  this  church,  as  that  in  which 
alone  is  salvation,  to  get  the  young  into  its  hands  and  under  its  influence;  and  to  infuse 
into  them  a  spirit  of  complete  submissiveness  to  the  authority  of  the  church,  regardless 
of  the  claims  of  country  or  government.  To  those  who  have  the  youth  belongs  the  future, 
and  Windischman,  the  vicar-general  in  Munich,  says:  "the  struggle  for  the  school  has  the 
same  importance  in  the  nineteenth  century,  that  the  struggle  for  the  occupancy  of  the 
bishoprics  had  in  the  eleventh."  This  church  is  fully  aware,  that  it  is  impossible  for  her 
to  fasten  her  fetters  upon  a  cultured  people,  upon  a  nation  exercised  in  free  and  indepen- 
dent thought.  Such  a  people  can  be  made  the  blind  and  passive  tools  of  no  sect  or  party; 
therefore  she  fixes  her  eye  steadily  and  immovably  upon  the  rising  generation. 

Suppose  an  individual  were  to  be  told,  again  and  again,  from  his  earliest  childhood: 
the  church  is  your  only  and  true  mother;  its  head,  the  Pope,  is  God's  infallible  vicar  upon 
earth;  that  you  were  born  in  America  was  a  merely  accidental  circumstance — your  true 
country  is  Rome,  the  State  can  punish  your  disobedience  with  temporary  privation  of 
liberty,  but  the  church  can  and  will  requite  your  contumacy  with  the  forfeiture  of  your 
salvation,  and  with  the  everlasting  torments  of  hell; — who  is  there  that  would  not  cheer- 
fally  sacrifice  the  well-being  of  his  country  for  the  good  of  his  church,  if  called  upon  to  do 
so?  exclaiming  with  the  bishop  of  Cleveland:  "  first  a  Catholic,  and  then  a  citizen." 

The  Catholic  church  in  America  is  displaying  an  astonishing  degree  of  energy  and 
activity,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  be  patterned  after,  in  this  respect,  by  all  other  religious 
organizations.  It  has  also  lately  given  exhibitions  of  extraordinary  pomp  and  splendor, 
particularly  at  the  investiture  of  Cardinal  McCloskey  in  New  York,  and  in  the  procession 
of  the  Catholic  Central  Union  in  Cincinnati;  because  it  recognizes  the  fact,  that  the  uncul- 
tured masses  can,  in  no  way,  be  so  forcibly  impressed,  as  by  that  which  attracts  and  stimu- 
lates the  senses.  Similar  eflects  are  produced  by  the  handsomely  decorated  churches;  by 
the  brilliant  vestsments  of  the  ofiiciating  priests;  by  the  sense-intoxicating  oratories,  re- 
sponses and  other  tone-works;  and  in  fact  by  the  general  grandeur  of  the  Catholic  worship. 

The  Catholic  cultus  excites  the  imagination,  and  transports  the  multitude  into  the 
realm  of  yearning  enthusiasm;  while  the  Protestant,  simple  and  unadorned,  appeals  sole- 
ly to  the  feelings  and  the  intellect.  The  legions  of  Catholicism  are  moving  forward  in 
solid  phalanx,  every  man  at  his  post,  according  to  one  and  the  same  plan.  The  Catholic 
priest  who  lately  said  in  my  hearing,  "  what  our  church  is  losing  over  in  Europe,  it  is  gain- 
ing ten-fold  in  America,"  stated  the  case  exactly.  In  a  single  decade  its  wealth — and  its 
influence  proportionally — has  increased  to  an  unforeseen  and  incredible  extent.  She  who 
has  the  money  has  the  power,  and  can  make  the  masses  dependent  upon  herself.  Of  a 
truth  is  it  said:  the  devout  Catholic  makes  great  sacrifice  for  his  church. 

In  all  parts  of  the  land  churches  and  schools,  hospitals  and  convents,  orphan-asyl- 
ums and  houses  of  refuge  for  the  poor,  the  unfortunate  and  the  fallen,  are  being  built,  and 
are  in  very  many  cases  used  as  the  vehicles  of  religious  prosely tism.  Everywhere  bodily 
and  spiritual  wants  are  ministered  to;  everywhere  and  unceasingly,  moneys  are  collected 
and  expended.  The  obtainment  of  bequests  from  the  dying,  for  the  extension  of  the  church, 
is  made  an  object  of  especial  solicitude.  Even  the  Pope,  living  in  a  palace  with  eleven 
thousand  chambers,  attended  by  fourteen  hundred  prelates  and  court-otficers,  is  not  for- 
gotten among  the  contributions  of  his  faithful  flock,  to  whom  he  is  continually  represented 
as  being  in  needy  and  oppressive  circumstances.  Need  we  be  surprised  that  the  Pope 
should  say  to  the  American  pilgrims:  "nowhere  in  the  world  am  I  more  Pope  than  in 
America"!?    Need  we  be  surprised,  that,  at  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  Catholic 
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Union,  in  May  of  the  present  year,  our  city  of  Cincinnati  should  be  called  ''  the  American 
Kome  "  ?  and  the  hope  expressed,  in  the  same  connection,  that  the  Catholics  might  soon  be 
in  the  majority?  or  when  we  hear  and  read  the  hope,  that  the  Pope  might  remove  to  the 
United  States? — for  these  hopes  are  well  grounded.  The  general  union  of  Catholic  asso- 
ciations decided,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  a  few,  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  priests  all 
but  absolute  authority  in,  and  exclusive  control  over,  these  associations;  and  those  Cath- 
olics, who  accept  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  as  an  article  of  faith,  will  not  hesitate  to 
follow  the  hint  of  their  priests,  the  organs  of  the  infallible  Pope,  when  they  are  to  vote 
upon  great  issues.  TVe  may  expect  our  Catholic  fellow-countrymen,  soon  to  march  to  the 
polls  in  solid  phalanx,  because  of  their  organization,  vote  unison  according  to  the  instruct- 
tion  of  their  spiritual  guides,  and  easily  defeat  their  unorganized  and  ununited  opponents, 
upon  all  important  questions.  Who  shall  forbid  it?  for  as  citizens  of  a  free  country  they 
have  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  Kome  will  thus  have  the  destinies  of 
the  United  States  in  its  hands,  and  that  America  must  then  become  the  "  Pope's  territory 
par  excellence.'^ 

Judging  from  present  indications,  we  may  predict  with  certainty,  this  future  and  no 
other,  for  our  country, — it  is  destined  sooner  or  later  to  become  a  Catholic  State,  under  the 
control  of  the  priesthood.  Whether  this  great  transformation  can  be  effected  peacefully 
and  through  the  polls  alone,  or  whether  fanatical  hot-heads  will  resort  to  physical  force 
and  bloody  persecutions  against  those  who  differ  with  them,  no  mortal  can  foretell;  yet  we 
do  know  that  such  scenes  have  been  frequent  in  the  past.  History  teaches,  that  where  rigid 
Catholicism  has  the  upper  hand,  and  is  conscious  of  its  preponderance,  fanaticism  is  easily 
excited  and  leads  to  strifes,  from  which  the  spirit  of  humanity  turns  away  with  horror. 

This  brings  us  to  the  next  question  that  claims  our  attention,  namely:  "Is  conver- 
sion to  Catholicism  an  advantage  to  a  people,  or  not?  Will  our  country  as  a  Catholic  State 
be  more  prosperous  than  it  is  now?" 

The  reply  to  this  inquiry,  if  it  is  to  be  of  weight  and  moment,  must  be  made  from  a 
purely  objective  standpoint.  The  historian  of  civilization  must  be  free  from  the  spirit  of 
party.  His  answers  to  these  great  and  important  questions  must  be  based  upon  historical 
facts  and  their  consequences.  None,  we  presume,  will  dispute  the  principle  that  "  culture 
is  the  mother  of  liberty,  of  morality,  and  the  source  of  national  prosperity  and  well-being." 
Starting  out  from  this  principle,  we  proceed  briefly  to  answer  the  above  questions. 

We  know  that  the  primitive  Christian  church  paid  a  good  degree  of  attention  to  the 
various  departments  of  human  knowledge,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  in  its  excessive 
striving  after  spirituality,  it  destroyed,  with  fanatical  zeal,  the  admirable  creations  of 
pagan  art,  as  the  outgrowth  of  a  materialistic  philosophy.  Christianity  needed  a  profound 
and  comprehensive  erudition,  to  enable  it  to  defend  itself  against  the  attacks  of  Pagans 
and  Jews;  so  that  the  apologetic  and  rhetorical  writings  of  the  first  Christian  centuries 
exhibit  very  extensive  literary  acquirements.  But  when,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  fourth 
century,  the  terrible  inundation  of  Asiatic  and  northern  barbarians,  lasting  nearly  a 
hundred  years,  poured  upon  southern  and  eastern  Europe,  the  seat  of  Christianity,  science 
in  the  west-Roman  empire  succumbed  to  their  blows,  and  was  extinguished  amid  the 
storms  of  wide-spread  devastation;  or,  continued  to  be  cultivated  in  the  less  exposed 
cloisters  of  the  eastern  empire.  Just  at  this  time,  when  almost  the  last  trace  of  culture 
had  disappeared  in  western  Europe,  there  was  laid  the  foundation  of  ecclesiastical  tyran- 
ny and  the  iron  rule  of  dogma;  for,  wherever  there  is  no  culture  there  is  no  freedom. 
Whenever  education  is  neglected  by  a  people,  despotism  builds  its  throne.  Blind  credul- 
ity took  the  place  of  scientific  investigation;  and  ignorance  increased  to  such  an  extent, 
that  later  the  Papal  See  was  forced  to  order  that  "  every  priest  must  be  able  at  least  to 
read  and  to  recite  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

The  aversion  to  Art,  which  characterized  the  first  Christian  centuries,  soon  subsided; 
for  the  church  only  demanded  belief  in  her  doctrines.  She  now  fell  from  one  extreme  in- 
to the  other,  that  is,  she  fostered  Art  and  entirely  neglected  Science.  The  cultured  intel- 
lect would  have  demanded  a  reason  for  its  faith;  and  in  order  to  prevent  its  doing  so,  the 
intellect  was  neglected,  but  full  play  given  to  the  imagination,  and  a  stimulus  to  the  senses 
through  the  cultus  of  Art.  Faith  aroused  enthusiasm;  and  to  this  effect  is  the  Catholic 
church  indebted  for  the  admirable  tone-works  of  a  Palestrina,  a  Marcello,  a  Pergolese; 
the  magnificent  paintings  of  a  da  Vinci,  a  Correggio,  a  Michel  Angelo,  a  Raphael  or  a 
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Titian;  the  wonderful  structures  of  an  Erwin  of  Steinbach,  a  Heinrich  Sunere;  or  the 
poetical  creations  of  an  Eschenbach,  a  Dante,  and  others.  Amid  all  these  triumphs  of  art, 
science  was  hardly  known  except  by  name.  For  why  cultivate  science?  Blind,  unques- 
tioning belief  was  the  great  object  of  desire,  and  this  grows  most  luxuriantly  upon  the 
grave  of  science  and  intelligence. 

But  the  scanty  remnants  of  ancient  learning,  that  had  long  lain  almost  unknown  in 
the  cloisters  of  the  Eastern  empire,  began  to  attract  attention.  Through  the  fostering 
hand  of  the  spirit  of  progress  they  became  the  gems  of  a  new  intellectual  life,  that  sprang 
up  as  it  were  out  of  the  ruins  and  bone  heaps  of  the  centuries.  Soon  the  death-knell  of 
the  Grecian  empire  sounded.  The  Moslems  thronged  from  Asia  into  Europe,  took  Con- 
stantinople in  1453,  and  subverted  the  Byzantine  government  amid  the  abominations  of 
desolation.  Those  who  were  able,  fled;  and  thus  many  Grecian  monks  rescued  their  lives 
and  their  science  on  the  shores  of  Italy.  Here  they  awakened  the  long-forgotten  study  of 
the  ancient  languages,  and  with  them  a  new  intellectual  life.  Nevertheless  this  revivified 
science  remained  for  along  time  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  priest  caste,  who  al- 
lowed only  so  much  as  they  pleased  to  get  into  the  hands  of  the  laity.'  But  when  Reuch- 
lin  and  Erasmus,  almost  contemporaneous  with  the  invention  of  printing,  brought  their 
extraordinary  literary  and  linguistic  talents  to  the  elucidation  of  the  ancient  writings, 
science  could  not  long  remain  the  private  property  of  a  narrow  circle. 

The  Reformation  was  likewise  the  offspring  of  this  renewed  literary  activity;  and 
its  authors  and  promoters  recognized,  as  their  most  urgent  duty,  the  establishment  of  com- 
mon schools,  which,  with  just  discernment,  they  perceived  would  be  the  bulwark  against 
superstition,  and  the  media  through  which  alone  science  could  become  the  common  pro- 
perty of  a  whole  nation.  When,  then,  we  remember  who  are  the  authors  of  common  schools, 
and  for  what  purpose  they  were  established,  it  cannot  surprise  us  that  this  system  has 
assumed  far  larger  dimensions,  and  been  the  object  of  much  greater  attention  in  Protest- 
ant than  in  Catholic  countries;  for  where  the  people  are  governed  by  priestcraft,  the  rul- 
ing party  will  take  good  care  that  the  simplicity  of  belief  be  not  endangered  by  a  too 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

Whilstin  Protestant  Prussia,  every  child,  without  distinction  of  sex,  is  taught  to  read 
and  to  write,  in  Catholic  countries  only  a  very  small  per  cent,  of  the  rising  generation,  en- 
joy the  advantages  of  this  elementary  education.  In  Spain  and  Italy,  on  the  average,  not 
more  than  twelve  to  fourteen  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  learn  to  read,  and  not  more  than 
seven  to  eight  per  cent,  learn  to  write.  In  France,  Belgium,  and  the  Catholic  provinces  of 
the  Austrian  empire,  the  percentage  is  somewhat,  but  not  much,  better.  When,  in  1866, 
the  nationality  of  the  Austrian  prisoners  was  taken  up  in  Berlin,  it  was  found,  that  out  of 
a  hundred,  but  ten  could  read,  and  but  three  read  and  write.  A  Prussian  officer,  inquiring 
how  it  came,  that  so  few  of  them  possessed  a  knowledge  of  these  accomplishments,  where- 
as in  Prussia,  every  child  was  obliged  both  to  learn  to  read  and  to  write,  received  this 
characteristic  reply  from  an  Austrian  Catholic:  "Why,  do  your  priests  suffer  this?" 
This  superior  education  of  the  Prussian  youth,  which  contributed  so  much  to  their  success 
over  Austria  in  1866,  likewise  contributed  so  largely  to  the  triumph  of  Germany  over 
France  in  1870-71,  that  it  could  with  justice  be  said:  "The  schoolmasters  of  Prussia  and 
Germany  won  the  victories."  Whilst  in  the  village  schools  of  Protestant  Germany,  every 
child  is  taught  enough  to  be  able  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens,  the  changes  of 
the  seasons,  and  of  day  and  night,  the  causes  of  storms,  etc.,  the  science  of  natural  phe- 
nomena is  almost  entirely  neglected  in  the  public  schools  under  Catholic  supervision— an 
omission,  that  is  unfortunately  not  entirely  without  its  advocates,  among  mistakenly  pious 
Protestants.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  centuries  ago  the  Pope  himself  anathem- 
atized the  Copernican  system  1? 

But  if  the  superiority  of  the  Protestant  common  school  over  the  Catholic  is  clearly 
manifest,  the  same  thing  is  still  more  strikingly  evident  in  the  higher  schools,  gymnasia, 
universities,  etc.  How  infinitely  is  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  Protestant  preacher  of 
Germany  above  that  of  the  Catholic  priest!  Von  Sybel,  the  distinguished  historian  and 
professor  in  the  university  of  Bonn,  declares  it  to  be  a  conviction  based  upon  observations 
extending  over  many  years,  that  if  the  pupils  educated  in  the  Catholic  gymnasia,  (estab- 
lished by  Frederic  AVilliam  IV,  in  the  Rhine  provinces,)  one-fourth  are  not  able  to  write 
grammatically  correct  German,  and  three-fourths  are  able  only,  with  great  difficulty,  to 
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read  an  easy  Greek  or  Latin  author.  Need  it  surprise  us  to  find  mental  narrowness  amoti':; 
Catholics,  when  they  are  strictly  prohibited  from  reading  the  works  of  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  authors — e.  g.,  those  of  the  celebrated  philosopher,  Kaut — by  the  index 
lihronim  prohibitorum,  or  catalogue  of  forbidden  books,  and  if  the  very  sources  of  intel- 
lectual culture  are  closed  to  the  man  of  science,  a  much  worse  fate  awaits  the  masses. 
Not  only  will  an  embargo  be  placed  upon  all  books  and  newspapers  expressing  liberal 
sentiments,  but  even  the  hearing  of  liberal-minded  speakers  and  lecturers  will  be  desig- 
nated as  sinful.  Instead  of  producing  further  evidence  of  the  scientific  inferiority  of  Cath- 
olics, when  compared  with  Protestants,  1  will  only  mention  this  additional  fact,  that  here 
in  America,  their  most  important  church  organs  are  edited  by  apostate  Protestants--cer- 
tainly  a  striking  proof,  that  in  the  Catholic  church,  high  intellectual  culture  is  of  exceed- 
ingly rare  occurrence.  To  our  regret  we  cannot  altogether  exonerate  certain  individuals, 
and  even  sects  among  Protestants,  from  the  charge  of  restraining  and  inhibiting  the  free 
development  of  the  human  mind;  because  they  imagine  the  danger  to  a  childlike  simpli- 
city of  belief  to  lie  in  this  direction,  and  their  fears  are  well  grounded;  for  the  wholesale 
belief  in  miracles,  particularly  in  the  domain  of  physical  science,  which  they  profess,  is 
altogether  incompatible  with  a  high  degree  of  intellectual  culture. 

The  Catholics  have  frequently  complained,  that  in  the  matter  of  government  offices, 
particularly  in  the  Rhenish  provinces,  a  much  larger  number  of  Protestants  than  Catholics 
receive  positions;  but  they  fail  to  take  into  account,  that  the  proportion  of  Catholics,  who. 
by  attendance  at  gymnasia  and  universities,  prepare  themselves  for  such  positions,  is 
hardly  half  that  of  Protestants. 

In  a  letter,  that  a  certain  Joseph  Hallman,  of  Milwaukee,  addressed  to  the  Catholic 
Central  Union,  assembled  in  Cincinnati,  in  which  he  demanded  the  establishment  of  an 
exclusively  Catholic  university  for  America,  he  declares  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  Cath- 
olic church,  th^t  science  is  the  mother  of  every  virtue,  and  ignorance  the  source  of  all 
error.  When  and  where  the  church  has  said  so,  I  do  not  know.  It  is  nevertheless  true, 
whether  she  says  so  or  not;  for,  that  culture  is  the  source  of  a  nation's  well-being,  is  an 
undisputed  axiom,  that  meets  the  historian  of  civilization  at  every  step.  If  now  Protest- 
autism,  as  we  have  seen,  otters  to  a  nation  a  higher  and  more  comprehensive  culture  than 
Catholicism,  then  must  national  prosperity,  the  outgrowth  of  culture,  be  more  conspicuous 
in  Protestant  lands,  than  where  the  church,  ruling  with  absolute  power,  fetters  and  en- 
feebles the  human  understanding.  Let  us  hear  the  testimony  of  the  history  of  culture 
upon  this  point. 

Instead  of  a  comprehensive  discussion  of  the  subject,  we  will  confine  our  observa- 
tions to  a  single  country.  Spain,  since  the  time  of  Philip  II,  the  Catholic  church  has  no- 
where in  the  world  exercised  more  unrestricted  sway,  than  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  so 
rich  in  natural  advantages.  Heretics  were  exterminated  by  the  secular  arm,  which  was 
made  the  executioner  for  the  church;  and  every  germ  of  liberal  thought  eradicated 
through  the  inquisition  and  the  stake.  What  was  the  result?  The  nation  not  only  ceased 
to  think,  but  also  to  act.  Agriculture,  commerce,  and  the  mechanic  arts  fell  into  neglect, 
or  disappeared  entirely.  The  people  labored  just  enough  to  keep  from  starving.  A  hun- 
dred thousand  mendicants  strolled  about  the  country,  living  chiefly  on  what  they  could 
beg  at  the  doors  of  the  thirty  thousand  cloisters  scattered  over  the  land.  All  the  precious 
metals  furnished  her  in  profusion  by  Peru  and  Mexico,  flowed  into  the  cofi'ers  of  her  more 
thrifty  neighbors.  In  a  single  century,  the  population  decreased  from  ten  millions  to  six 
millions,  the  revenues  of  the  government,  from  two  hundred  and  eighty  million  reals  to 
thirty-eight  million  reals.  And  together  with  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  its  morals  sank 
to  a  level  with  the  lowest  savage. 

Not  widely  different  from  the  Spain  of  a  century  ago,  is  the  condition  of  some  coun- 
tries at  the  present  day.  The  Protestant  countries  of  Scandinavia,  Scotland  and  North 
Germany,  have  but  few  natural  advantages  when  compared  with  others,  in  which  Catholi- 
cism exercises  absolute  authority :  and  yet  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures  are  in 
an  extraordinarily  flourishing  condition,  in  comparison  with  Spain,  Italy.  Mexico,  and  the 
South  American  States,  where  the  crosier  is  the  scepter  of  power.  While  in  the  above- 
named  Protestant  lands  every  "foot  of  ground  is  put  to  use,  in  the  Catholic,  large  and  fer- 
tile districts  lie  fallow  and  uncultivated.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  vagabonds  and  beg- 
gars, roam  about  in  these  delightful  southern  regions,  oftentimes  uniting  into  bands  of 
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robbers  and  brigands,  with  which  the  government  is  compelled  to  negotiate  as  with  a  bel- 
ligerent power. 

In  the  magnificent  districts  of  the  Romagnaand  the  Campagna,  where  the  statesmen 
and  literati  of  ancient  Rome  sought  recreation  amid  splendid  villas,  all  culture  of  the  soil 
has  been  relinquished,  and  miasmatic  exhalations  have  taken  its  place.  It  is  folly  to  say, 
this  difterence  is  owing  to  nationality;  the  Germanic  mind  is  more  disposed  to  labor  than 
the  Romanic.  The  assertion  that  the  climate  is  to  blame  is  equally  unfounded.  With  the 
same  nationality,  and  under  the  same  climate,  the  superiority  of  Protestantism  over  Cath- 
olicism is  marked.  Compare,  e.  g.,  the  general  condition  of  Protestant  East  Prussia,  with 
that  of  Catholic  West  Prussia;  or  that  of  Catholic  Upper  Silesia,  with  that  of  Protestant 
Lower  Silesia,  and  you  will  observe  the  same  remarkable  dilference.  Even  in  the  same 
sections  of  Prussia,  where  the  population  is  mixed,  the  villages  and  districts  inhabited  by 
Protestants,  are  distinguishable  for  their  flourishing  condition  over  against  those,  contain- 
ing Catholic  inhabitants  exclusively.  Whence  comes  this?  Perhaps  it  is  because  Cath- 
olics generally  contribute  more  to  the  church  than  Protestants?  Perhaps  the  great  num- 
ber of  holy  days,  pilgrimages  and  cloisters  of  the  Catholic  church,  consume  more  time  and 
more  laboring  force  than  among  Protestants?  Be  the  causes  what  they  may,  the  facts  are 
incontrovertible.  The  general  intelligence  of  the  people,  the  school  is  the  cause  of  these 
phenomena.  In  the  cities  along  the  Rhine,  the  Protestant  inhabitants  are  on  the  average 
in  better  wordly  circumstances  than  the  Catholics;  yet  the  government  offers  to  both  par- 
ties, precisely  the  same  advantages  and  the  same  opportunities  for  education.  The  public 
records  prove  equally  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  Catholics 
than  Protestants,  receive  assistance  from  the  poor-funds  and  benevolent  societies.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  collect  statistics  upon  these  matters  in  the  United  States,  but  they  would 
be  exceedingly  interesting  and  instructive. 

The  morality  of  a  nation  rises  and  sinks  with  its  general  intelligence.  To  my  regret 
I  have  no  specific  statistics  on  this  point  at  hand.  An  ancient  Roman  said:  didicisseartes 
amollit  mores,  rue  sinit  esseferos,  true  devotion  to  science  refines  our  manners,  and  does  not 
suffer  us  to  be  brutes,— that  is,  it  makes  us  human.  I  know  from  oflScial  reports,  that  in 
those  precincts  of  the  Palatinate  where,  a  few  years  ago,  Ultra-montanes  were  elected,  the 
number  of  criminal  cases,  compared  with  those  districts  in  which  liberals  were  chosen, 
stood  in  the  ratio  of  twenty  to  seven.  Of  a  hundred  births  in  Berlin,  thirteen  are  legiti- 
mate; in  Vienna  twenty-four;  in  Paris  forty-nine;  and  in  Rome  eighty-one  are  illegitimate. 
If  it  can  not  be  denied,  that  education  increases  the  power  to  do  mischief,  of  the  swindler 
and  the  impostor,  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  restrains  the  outburst  of  beastliness  and 
brutal  passion. 

If  the  degree  of  intelligence  of  a  people  is  the  measure  of  its  w^ell-being,  and  if 
Protestantism  secures  to  a  nation  a  higher  and  more  general  education  than  Catholicism, 
a  fact  that  is  indisputable,  then  it  follows  as  a  necessary  conclusion,  that  America's  con- 
version to  the  Catholic  church,  and  consequent  subjection  to  the  authority  of  Rome,  is  no 
advantage  to  our  country;  but  rather,  that  it  signifies  agoing  backward  in  the  path  of 
civilization,  and  a  declension  of  national  prosperity.  Those  who  are  in  a  condition  to  com- 
pare the  circumstances  of  those  nations,  among  whom  Catholicism  is  the  religion  of  the 
State,  with  the  circumstances  of  those  among  whom  it  is  not,  will  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
justness  of  this  conclusion.  It  will  only  be  necessary  to  examine  the  matter  from  the 
standpoint  of  pure  objectivity,  and  the  temporary  renunciation  of  the  spirit  of  church  or 

party. 

Were  I  ever  to  be  convinced,  that  the  universal  reign  of  Rome  would  be  a  blessing 
to  the  nations,  gladly  would  I  sacrifice  my  personal  feelings,  and  labor  earnestly  for  the 
conversion  of  mankind  to  this  church.  I  know  that  he  who  entertains  even  the  possibility, 
that  the  United  States  might  sooner  or  later  become  a  vassal  of  Rome,  that  it  might  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Papacy  to  determine  the  destinies  of  our  country,  renders  himself  liable 
to  become  the  butt  and  laughing-stock  of  the  unthinking  crowd,  and  to  be  cried  down  as  a 
visionary  and  prophet  of  evil.  The  establishment  of  a  hierarchy  in  our  day,  is  pretty 
generally  held  to  be  impossible.  Men  can  not  believe  that  the  republic,  which,  a  century 
ago,  threw  off  its  political  fetters,  would  allow  itself  to  be  bound  in  spiritual  ones,  and 
submit  to  the  authority  of  the  crosier.  And  yet  the  man  who  examines  the  history  of 
national  development,  and  who  knows  to  interpret  the  signs  of  the  times,  will  be  ready  to 
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admit,  not  only  the  possibility,  but  even  the  probability  of  so  great  a  change  for  the  worse. 
The  inevitable  conviction,  a  conviction  that  tills  the  friend  of  culture  with  ihe  deepest  sor- 
row, comes  to  the  student  of  history — we  are  steering  with  full  sail  toward  Rome.  Among 
the  proofs  of  this  are,  the  extraordinary  advancement  of  the  Catholic  church,  in  continu- 
ous progression  during  the  last  twenty  years;  and  the  certainty  of  victory^  contained  in 
the  utterances  of  its  Central  Union;  though  these  are  by  no  means  the  only  proofs.  There 
are  other  and  very  significant  signs  of  the  times,  which  indicate  clearly,  that  our  ship  of 
State  has  floated  into  Ronmn  waters. 

The  infinite  pomp  and  splendor,  displayed  by  the  Catholic  church  on  every  opportu- 
nity, is  attracting  that  large  class  of  persons,  who,  having  feeble  convictions,  are  govern- 
ed entirely  by  their  sensations. 

Political  ambition,  and  the  desire  to  be  somebody,  has  converted  many,  who,  by  such 
a  course,  expect  to  secure  the  suffrages  of  the  disciplined  Catholic  voters.  Others,  who 
have  no  religious  consciousness,  and  feel  no  spiritual  wants,  take  the  same  course,  because 
it  holds  up  before  them  a  life  less  burdened  with  cares;  for  as  recent  converts  to  a  large 
and  influentual  church,  in  whose  doctrines  they  simulate  belief,  they  may  with  reason  ex- 
pect its  sympathy  and  assistance;  and  it  is  not  diflScult  for  such  persons  to  play  the  part 
of  zealots,  by  seeking  to  convert  others  to  the  new-found  glory,  which  proved  so  profitable 
to  themselves.  Amid  such  reflections,  do  we  not  see  with  the  mind's  eye,  men  who  were 
burning  and  shining  lights  in  the  Protestant  church  renouncing  their  creed— of  course 
from  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  conviction — to  become  editors  of  Catholic  period- 
icals, and  who  are  willing  to  accept  high  salaries,  as  a  compensation  for  a  surrender  of 
their  faith?  Aye,  gold  is  the  plaster,  which  many  lay  upon  the  bleeding  wound  of  their 
hearts;  it  is  this  which  assuages  their  pains,  and  we  may  be  sure  it  will  always  be  forth- 
coming, when  needed,  for  the  procuration  of  learned  men,  who,  as  champions  of  religious 
doctrines,  are  certain  to  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  church. 

Our  Republic  has  passed  into  Roman  waters.  Who,  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
thought  it  possible,  that  to-day,  water  possessing  pretended  miraculous  virtues,  would  be 
imported  into  this  country?  and  yet  this  is  actually  being  done,  from  the  fountain  conse- 
crated by  the  apparition  of  the  Holy  Virgin  of  ifeourdes.  "Who  would  have  believed  it  pos- 
sible that  in  our  day,  pretended  relics  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the  like,  would  be  pub- 
licly  exposed  to  view  to  be  worshipped  by  the  multitude?  And  would  the  assertion  made 
by  some  of  the  church  organs,  that  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  a  bronze-colored  angel 
was  seen  flying  through  the  air,  have  been  classed  among  the  things  within  the  limits  of 
human  credulity?  Taken  separate  and  alone,  such  things  are  of  no  significance;  but  con- 
sidered in  their  connection  and  in  their  rapid  succession,  they  are  full  of  meaning — are 
portents  of  the  mediaeval  darkness  that  is  threatening  our  country.  What  is  needed  to 
complete  the  picture  of  the  middle  ages,  can  and  will  be  added  much  sooner  than  thou- 
sands suspect.  In  France,  fanatics  are  inventing  one  miracle  after  another,  to  goad  the 
people  to  revenge  against  Germany.  One  saint  after  another  is  manifesting  himself  for 
the  same  purpose.  What  right  have  we  to  think,  that  similar  things  will  not  be  attempted 
in  America,  where  there  are  thousands  who  are  lacking  in  the  ability  or  the  courage  neces- 
sary for  scientific  investigations  ?  There  is  a  well-known  power,  great  and  mighty,  against 
which  even  the  gods  strive  to  no  purpose,  and  whose  disciples  notoriously  never  die  out. 
What  would  be  impossible  for  her?  But  where  ecclesiastical  absolution  is  firmly  rooted, 
and  where  the  culture  of  the  mind  receives  but  little  attention,  there  will  civil  liberty  soon 
be  extinct,  and  political  absolution  will  erect  its  strongholds. 

I  am  free  from  religious  prejudice,  and  have  considered  the  effects  and  influences  of 
culture  on  mankind,  just  as  they  exist,  1  know  that  thousands  of  intelligent  Catholics  look 
with  disapprobation,  and  even  with  detestation  upon  many  things  that,  mushroom-like,  are 
springing  up  in  their  church,  and  that  they  pour  scour  and  contempt  upon  them;  but  I 
know  also,  that  many,  for  the  sake  of  social  position,  for  mercantile  and  professional  ad- 
vantage, take  all  such  things  into  the  bargain,  and  follow  the  multitude,  if  not  always  with 
the  best  grace.  To  such  Catholics  I  do  not  look  for  the  inauguration  of  a  dark  era;  but  I 
expect  it  from  the  so-called  Ultra-montanes,  who  are  ready  to  follow  the  infallible  Pope 
and  his  guardians,  the  Jesuits,  through  thick  and  thin;  who  accommodate  themselves  to 
everything,  and  accept  the  will  and  word  of  the  Pope  as  the  command  of  God, 


(14J 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  the  momentous  question :  How  shall  we  put  a  stop  to  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Ultra-montanes,  the  partisans  of  Rome?  how  prevent  America's  conversion  to 
Romanism?  shall  it  be  by  physical  force?  shall  it  be  by  oppression,  persecution  and  event- 
ually by  blood-shed?  No!  such  a  course  would  put  the  mask  of  Cain  upon  Protestantism, 
and  eternity  could  not  efface  it.  Wherever  bloody  persecution  and  wars  have  been  con- 
jured up  from  the  pit,  it  has  been  Rome  that  made  the  beginning.  Protestantism  is  re- 
ligious liberalism;  and  liberalism  never  resorts  to  the  stake,  has  never  appealed  to  brute 
force,  and  to  fanaticism.  He  who  arouses  the  fanatical  spirit  of  the  masses  appeals  to  ig- 
norance and  stupidity. 

Catholicism  is  a  spiritual  power;  and  as  such  can  only  be  encountered  with  spiritual 
weapons.  Let  every  man  keep  this  fact  constantly  in  mind;  and  let  him,  at  the  proper  time 
and  place,  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  peace  and  love,  without  hate  or  ridicule,  enter  the  con- 
flict, with  word  and  pen,  relying  upon  the  weapons  of  the  spirit  alone.  Insignificant  re- 
sults are  to  be  expected  as  regards  the  Ultra-montane  party,  almost  hermetically  sealed  as 
it  is  to  information  or  advice  from  outside.  It  will  hear  nothing,  and  read  nothing,  ex- 
cept what  the  priest  permits  or  recommends. 

In  the  old  world  where  the  State  exercises  a  certain  authority  over  the  churcb, 
the  former  can,  as  Prussia  has  been  compelled  to  do.  withhold  subsidies,  extinguish  religi- 
ous orders,  depose,  imprison  and  expatriate  refractory  ecclesiastics,  and  thus  weaken  the 
influence  of  priestcraft.  He  can  likewise  diminish  the  power  of  the  clergy  by  giving  to 
the  individual  parishes  the  control  of  their  church  property,  and  the  election  of  their  own 
priests  by  declaring  only  such  priests  eligible  that  are  German,  and  educated  in  Germany, 
in  whom  it  may  reasonably  pre-suppose  a  certain  amount  of  patriotism.  But  suce  vigor- 
ous measures  are  out  of  the  question  here,  where  State  and  Church  have  nothing  to  do 
with  each  other.  Our  Government  is  directed  by  the  votes  of  the  citizens,  and  woe  be  to 
him  who  presumes  to  lay  his  sacrilegious  hand  upon  so  glorious  an  institution!  He  would 
be  crushed  beneath  the  car  of  advancing  civilization,  and  nothing  could  save  him. 

It  is  the  ballot-box  that  now  and  always  must  prevent  the  romanization  of  our  Re- 
public, and  outweigh  the  influence  of  Ultra-montauism  and  clericalism.  At  every  election 
of  any  importance  the  Ultra-montane  party  will  vote  as  one  man,  according  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  priests;  and  it  is  even  now  intoxicated  with  joy  at  the  near  prospect  of  certain 
victory.  At  the  polls  is  where  Protestantism  and  all  opponents  of  priestly  authority  must 
win  their  victories,  the  Ultra-montane  party  is,  as  we  have  already  said,  completely  or- 
ganized and  thoroughly  disciplined:  their  opponents  likewise  need  organization,  and  with- 
out it,  will  be  beaten  at  every  future  election.  The  societies  of  the  American  Protestant 
Association  here,  have  with  just  discernment,  started  in  the  right  direction;  but  the  co-  ^ 
operation  of  the  masses  is  lacking.  "Would  that  every  man  who  has  at  heart  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  his  country  might  fall  into  line!  Would  that  every  man  were  able  to  com- 
prehend the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  the  danger  arising  from  the  centrifugal  tendency 
of  liberalism,  and  see  to  it  that  no  one  shall  remain  away  from  the  polls,  or  shall  cast  his 
vote  to  no  purpose!  Our  adversaries  will  vote  solid;  and  the  failure  to  do  our  part  is 
equivalent  to  helping  them.  If  the  priesthood  should  ever  succeed  in  gaining  a  victory  in 
this  land  of  liberty,  liberty  would  soon  be  crushed  out.  Then  will  science  and  popular 
education  gradually  disappear,  and  we  may  expect  a  condition  of  things  not  widely  differ- 
ent from  that  of  Spain  under  the  absolute  sway  of  the  church.  If  Spain,  a  comparatively 
small  country,  had  to  support  thirty  thousand  cloisters  within  its  limits,  what  an  infinite- 
ly larger  number  would  soon  be  scattered  over  this  vast  union!  Then  perhaps  a  million 
of  lazy  men  would  be  eating  the  bread  of  idleness  in  monasteries,  and  a  million  of  maidens, 
in  nuneries,  be  kept  from  the  duties  for  which  Nature  intended  them;  then  would  the  cul- 
ture and  well-being  of  our  country  have  received  a  fatal  stroke. 

At  present,  I  admit,  the  danger  is  not  yet  great,  if  the  party  of  liberal  principles, 
which,  is  still  in  the  majority,  is  upon  its  guard,  and  every  member  of  it  fulfils,  with  his  vote, 
his  duty  to  his  country.  The  clerical  party  is  well  aware  of  this  fact,  and  is  stretching 
out  its  polyp-arras  toward  the  rising  generation,  the  coming  citizens  and  voters.  That  the 
reformation,  the  secession  from  Rome,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  nothing  more  than 
the  effect  and  consequence  of  reviving  science,  the  leaders  of  the  clerical  party  know  as 
well  as  we;  it  is  therefore  their  chief  aim  to  repress  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  to  get  the  chil- 
dren under  their  influence,  and  thus  teach  them  to  look  at  everything  from  the  etand-point 
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of  their  church.  The  framers  of  our  Government  rightly  apprehended  what  the  history  of  re- 
cent times  substantiates,  that  the  power  and  welfare  of  a  nation  is  the  outgrowth  of  its  intel- 
ligence, and  that  the  ground-work  of  this  must  be  laid  among  the  people.  Therefore,  in  order 
that  the  poorest  might  enjoy  the  benefits  of  an  education,  they  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  free  public  schools,  for  the  support  of  which  every  property  owner,  no  matter 
what  his  creed,  should  pay  a  proportionate  tax.  Consequenty  religion  could  not  be  taught 
in  the  public  school,  and  the  religious  instruction  of  their  children  devolved  upon  the  pa- 
rents. To  the  support  of  these  schools,  the  basis  of  national  prosperity,  the  Catholic  must 
likewise  contribute.  But  in  these  schools  the  harmonious  development  of  a  child's  mental 
powers  is  the  objective  point  of  effort..  These  powers  of  the  young  are  trained  to  exercise 
that  they  may  be  able  to  investigate  a^nd  think  for  themselves.  This  is  exactly  what  the 
Catholic  clergy  does  not  want,  directed  and  governed  as  it  is  by  the  J  esuit  faction,  whose  ten- 
dency is  to  make  the  whole  earth  a  domain  of  the  Pope.  To  this  end  it  would  crush  out  all 
thought,  and  substitute  for  it  a  sort  of  indefinable  feeling,  knowing  that  a  people's  servility 
is  in  proportion  to  its  stupidity.  This  party  loses  no  opportunity  of  assailing,  with  all  the 
weapons  that  malice  and  columny  can  invent,  the  noble  institution  of  free  schools;  and  by 
clamoring  incessantly  for  a  division  of  the  school-fund,  they  seek  to  undermine  and 
subvert  the  school  system.  Should  they  succeed  in  compelling  every  parent  to  pay  for  the 
education  of  his  own  children,  the  wealthy  Romish  church  would  open  its  schools  to  all 
poor  children  and  educate  them  free  of  tuition— that  is  to  say,  train  them  for  the  Catholic 
church.  They  could  in  no  manner,  more  surely  prepare  their  way  into  power.  The  Catho- 
lic Central  Union,  in  fact  the  whole  Catholic  church,  impresses  upon  every  member  the  im- 
portance of  sending  his  children  to  Catholic  schools,  evidently  fearing  that  the  exercise  of 
the  thinking  powers,  as  required  in  the  public  schools,  will  prove  injurious  to  their  faith. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  opponents  of  Catholicism,  who  are  still  masters  of  the 
situation,  on  no  condition  consent  to  a  division  of  the  school-fund;  and  thus  allow  the  free 
schools  to  be  taken  out  of  their  hands.  "Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,"  is  a 
maxim  that  needs  here  to  be  heeded;  for  the  enemy  will  seek,  by  specious  allurements  of 
every  kind,  to  entrap  the  unwary. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  has  come,  which  shall  speedly  dissipate  the  delusion, 
that  the  compulsory  education  of  the  young  is  an  encroachment  upon  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  parents.  The  clerical  party,  which  assuredly  cares  little  or  nothing  for  personal 
liberty,  is  everywhere  and  continually  declaiming  against  compulsory  education.  After 
the  last  war  we  had  an  example  of  the  course  of  this  party  in  France,  and  it  accorded  ex- 
actly what  it  is  doing  among  us  now. 

It  calls  that  an  infringment  of  personal  liberty  when  the  State  does  not  allow  pa- 
rents to  bring  up  their  children  in  utter  ignorance.  It  dreads  education,  because  this  en- 
courages the  young  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  their  faith.  It  is  not  the  right,  aye,  is  it 
not  the  duty  of  the  Goverment,  to  require  in  its  future  citizens,  upon  whom  national  pros- 
perity depends,  a  certain  amount  of  elementary  education?  Shall  the  State  which  has  the 
right  to  protect  its  subjects  and  to  punish  law-breakers,  not  have  the  right  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  diminish  the  number  and  heinousness  of  crimes?  This  is  beginning  to  be  so 
generally  admitted  that,  even  in  some  provinces  of  the  Brazilian  empire,  education  has 
been  made  compulsory.  How  long  will  America  suffer  a  portion  of  its  future  citizens  and 
law-makers  to  grow  up  in  complete  ignorance? 

We  go  a  step  farther.  The  State  must  not  only  enforce  a  certain  amount  of  element- 
ary instruction,  but  it  must  likewise,  in  some  way  or  other,  exercise  supervision  over  this 
instruction.  The  principles  and  sentiments  ol  its  coming  citizens,  can  not,  dare  not  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  the  State.  Germany  inhibited  all  clerical  education,  because  it 
was  convinced  that  the  young  were  being  alienated  from  their  own  country  by  a  constant 
pointing  to  Rome  and  the  infallible  vicar  of  God;  and  because  it  perceived  that  the  love 
of  the  German  fatherland  was  stifled  in  the  hearts  of  the  children.  And  if  a  spirit  of  indif- 
ference to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  be  encouraged  in  the  young  almost  from  infancy; 
if  their  whole  interest  be  centred  and  fixed  on  a  foreign  power  and  a  foreign  potentate,  is 
it  probable  that,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  the  Government  can  rely  upon  the  loyaltj  and  pa- 
triotism of  subjects  that  have  been  thus  brought  up?    ^o,  never  I 
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Dispassionately,  and  without  partisan  spirit,  have  I  written;  yet  I  stand  here  lite 
Cassandra.  I  see  heavy  storms  coming  upon  us— hear  the  mutterings  of  the  distant 
thunder,  and  feel  that  I  am  powerless  to  still  the  tempests.  But  what  is  impossible  to  the 
individual,  becomes  easy  if  our  citizens,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  move  forward  to- 
ward a  common  aim.  1  have  written  for  the  holiest  interests  of  the  country  that  received 
me  on  its  hospitable  shores,  and  beneath  whose  soil  my  mortal  remains,  shall  soon,  very 
soon  repose.  Enemies  will  doubtless  attack  me,  but  I  shall  endure  their  assaults  with 
composure.  For  the  rest,  1  trust  to  the  spirit  of  liberty  that  possibly  may  be  silenced  for 
a  time,  but  which,  like  a  swelling  river,  shall  burst  its  barriers  again  and  again,  and  pour 
upon  the  nations  of  the  earth  its  life-giving  waters.  My  work  will  be  unsatisfactory  to 
many;  I  am  myself  not  satisfied  with  it,  but  Magni%jam  voluisse  sat  est.  May  the  Eter- 
nal spirit  protect  and  promote  the  Liberty,  the  Peace  and  the  Prosperity  of  our  beloved 
country  1 

Carl  Tuercke. 
Cincinnati,  May,  1875. 
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